CHAPTER IV
THE     ROMAN     ROAD
IN Ferdinand de Lesseps' published recollections what
must seem to the reader a disproportionate amount of
space is devoted to his Mission to Rome. Not only is
the story twice told; but page after page is filled with
copies of letters, despatches, and diplomatic documents
of all kinds, which explain the progress of the delicate
negotiations with which he was intrusted, and conclude
with his defence of his actions before the Council of
State appointed to inquire into them.
The reason is that despite his later triumphs
in another sphere of service, triumphs which might
well have relegated the circumstances to a dim back-
ground of memory, there remained with De Lesseps to
the end of his eventful life the keen consciousness of
the gross unfairness and injustice which, at the com-
paratively youthful age of forty-four, had abruptly cut
short his diplomatic career. All those achievements,
those presentations, those numerous testimonials, which
spoke of duty well done in the service of his country
and of his countrymen, had counted for nothing if he
was to be suspended so readily, so arbitrarily, from office
and thrust back into private life. The shock was one
from which even his buoyant nature would have